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"The Bible is shallow enough for a child not to 

drown, yet deep enough for an elephant to swim." 

– Augustine  



Dangerous approaches 

•  Medicine approach 

•  Bouncy ball approach 

•  Magic eight ball approach 

•  Topical only approach 

•  Telephone game 



C.i.a. 

• Comprehension 

• Interpretation 

• application 



Comprehension 

•  Read your bible 

– Read it carefully 

– Read it patiently 

– Read it patiently 

– Prayerfully 

– Purposefully 

–  inquisitively 



comprehension 

•  Ask the right questions: 

– Who is talking or being talked about? 

– What is the subject or object being discussed? 

– What comes before or after? 

– Where is the activity or discussion taking place? 

– When is the activity or discussion taking place? 

– What is the purpose of the activity? 

–  How are the people involved responding? 

 



comprehension 

•  Here are some things to look for: 

– Key words or phrases 

– Structure 

– Atmosphere of the text 

– Literary form 

 



Comprehension 

•  Literary form: 

– Narrative 

– Discourse 

– Poetry 

– prophetic 



Interpretation 
 

 

What did it mean when it was written. 

 



Interpretation 

•  Key questions to ask: 

– What does this mean?  

– What is the significance of this?  

– Why did God include this?  

– What is the purpose of this passage?  

–  How did the author intend the words to be 

understood?  

–  How does this fit with the balance of Scripture? 



interpretation 

General Rules: 

–  Interpret literally 

•  Plain literal 

•  Figurative literal 

–  Interpret in context 

•  Single most important factor 

•  Verses, sentences, paragraphs, surrounding paragraphs, 

chapters, sections, books, entire bible 



interpretation 

Interpret in view of history and culture: 

•  History 

– Who’s the author? 

– When was it written? 

– Who was it written to? 

– What was the climate of the culture? (political, 

economic, legal, ethical) 



interpretation 

•  Culture: 

– What people believe, say, do, wear, eat, make. 

– Practice/teaching 

•  What was the purpose of the cultural practice or 

teaching? 

•  Would that cultural practice have the same significance 

today? 

•  Is there a timeless principal? 



interpretation 

•  Culture: 

– Assume every practice and teaching of Scripture is 

applicable for today unless: 

•  The context restricts it 

•  Later revelation overrules it 

•  It’s clearly unique to that culture 



interpretation 

•  Interpret in light of literary form  

– The form matters  

– See list of literary forms above  

•  Interpret in view of theological consistency  

– Test any proposed interpretation to determine its 

theological consistency 



interpretation 

•  Scripture interprets Scripture  

–  The Bible will never contradict itself  

–  Choose a simple, natural meaning over a more complex 

one  

–  The Old Testament helps us understand the New 

Testament and vice versa  

–  Interpret unclear or ambiguous passages in view of 

plain, clear, central ones  



interpretation 

SPECIAL RULES 

– PARABLES TEACH ONE TRUTH 

– PROVERBS ARE PRINCIPLES, NOT PROMISES 

 



INTERPRETATION 

•  Poetry  

–   Examine the figurative language and parallel structure to determine 

its meaning  

–  Line 1/Line 2  

•  Symbols  

–  Jesus – lamb, lion, rock, branch, root, stumbling block  

–  Holy Spirit – water, oil, wind, dove  

•  Prophecy  

–  Near application/far fulfillment  

–  Partial fulfillment to date (progressive) 



APPLICATION 

What shall I do?  

•  Results of not obeying  

– Deceit  

– Decay  



22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the 

word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently 

at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself 

and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But 

the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, 

and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer 

who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

James 1:22-25 



Application 

•  Effective application  

– Decision, not emotion  

– Takes place over an appropriate period of time (not 

delayed)  

– Complete, not partial  

– Plan to put it into action 




